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Think about it...

What if Thomas Jefferson had 
written, "I think that all men are 
created equal"? 

Does it have the same impact as, 
"All men are created equal"?
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When you are writing a persuasive 
essay, I think that you should not 
use the phrases: I think, I feel, or I 
believe. I feel that these phrases 
make you sound wishy­washy. I 
believe that your opinion is stronger 
when you leave them out.
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When you are writing a persuasive 
essay, do not use the phrases: I 
think, I feel, or I believe. These 
phrases make you sound wishy­
washy. Your opinion is stronger 
when you leave them out.
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BE CONFIDENT! 

kind of  I feel   maybe

sort of I believe just

I think might pretty

http://www.campusactivism.org/server-new/uploads/strong_and_weak_language.pdf
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Citing Sources ­ with your group, 
brainstorm words to use instead of 
"said" or "says".

Now brainstorm words to use 
instead of "according to".
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Said    According to   
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Said   

declared

described

observed

noted

pointed out

...

According to   

based on

as reported by

as stated in

in agreement 
with

with reference 
to...

http://www.spwickstrom.com/said/
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